
  NORTHUMBERLAND RTO/ERO DISTRICT 30 
                              Spring Meeting 
                                June 2, 2009 
 
Fifty members of our local chapter attended this meeting/dinner. 
We opened with the singing of O Canada, followed by a Memorial 
Moment read by President Jane McCaig. 
 

1. Claude Thompson made a motion, seconded by Cally Fiddick, 
that we accept the Agenda as printed.  Carried. 

2. Secretary’s Report – David Staples made a motion, seconded by 
Don Colby, that the minutes of the Fall Dinner be accepted as 
printed.  Carried. 

3. Treasurer’s Report – Dave Randall reported that our balance is 
now $17, 817. 07 (includes the Service to Others Grant).  Other 
expenses not yet paid are the expenses for the two Observers to 
Spring Senate (usually around $1,000, and expensed from today’s 
meeting.)  So, the balance is estimated at about $11,000.  He made 
a motion, seconded by Anne Tryon, to accept the report as read.  
Carried. 

4. Other reports: 
a) Recruitment – Anne reported we have 12 new members. 
b) Hell With the Bell – the grant for each area’s breakfast is 

now $100.00. 
c) Membership and Good Will – Anne reported it remains the 

same as printed in the Apple Press. 
d) Health Insurance – as reported in the Apple Press 
e) Pension/Retirement – Morris Tait reported that the details 

are printed in the Apple Press. 
f) Political Action – Jim Stirling made a motion, seconded by 

John Christie, that he contact the Bob Cairn’s group to see 
if we can help in the Cobourg beach improvement.  He 
would then bring back a report to our members. Carried. 

g) Archives – Connie Poole indicated the report is in the Apple 
Press. 

h) Web Site/Newsletter – Don Colby urged members to use the 
web site for updates; he also, encouraged members to 
submit articles for the Apple Press.  ***** THE 
MEMBERS GAVE DON A WELL-DESERVED ROUND  

                  OF APPLAUSE FOR HIS WORK ON THE  APPLE PRESS. 
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Reports (continued) 
          

i) Travel – Faye Farmer noted her report is in the Apple 
Press.  She also welcomed Lori from Merit Travel. 

j)  Project Service to Others – Dave Randall updated the 
members on “The Light Magicals of Brighton”, who will 
receive the $3,100.00 grant from our district.  (Later in the 
day, he presented a cheque for that amount to Sharon 
Graham.)  See Appendix #1 for Dave’s full report. 

k) Constitution – Faye reported that a copy is available on 
request. 

l) Social -  Betty Morris noted that the report is in the Apple 
Press. 

m) Spring Senate – See Appendix #2 for Dave Randall’s report. 
 
Don Colby made a motion, seconded by Harry Knapper, that the 
above reports be accepted as reported.  Carried. 
 
5. New Business: 

A short discussion was held about the poor attendance at our 
spring and fall dinners.  Harry Knapper made a motion, seconded 
by Don Colby, asking the executive to examine ways to improve 
attendance.  Carried. 
 

6. Pension Matters:  Joanne Murphy, 2nd VP of RTO brought  
greetings from Head Office. Hi-lights of her speech: 

- we lost 19 billion on paper 
- our pensions are secure 
- in a shortfall, there is an increase in the 

contributions of those still teaching 
- the current focus is a defence to protect our current 

investments 
 

7. Merit Travel: 
Lori noted that Merit became the official travel company of RTO 
in July 2006. They have 50 agents working for our members.  We 
get a 5% discount on select holidays.  She outlined numerous  
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 Merit Travel (continued)                                     
 
vacations offered by Merit Travel and after her presentation was 
available to distribute brochures or provide further information. 
 
Our Spring Dinner opened with an excellent panel discussion, 
chaired by Linda Hustell-Manning, featuring  Calay Fiddick, 
Brenda Clark, Peggy Leavey, Ted Staunton and Richard 
Scrimger. These people are children’s authors or artists.   
Topics covered included -   how they got started 

     job security of a writer/artist 
                                                         job satisfaction 

     effects of the recession 
 

The meeting concluded with an excellent roast beef buffet and the 
numerous free draws we have all come to enjoy. 
 
These minutes were prepared by David Staples, Secretary of 
Northumberland  RTO/ERO, District 30. 
 
 
(Appendices are on following pages….. Ed.) 
 
 
   



 



 



 


